Mouse hemoglobin during gestation. Absence of fetal hemoglobin.
A "fetal hemoglobin' has been reported to exist during mouse gestation, Investigations using CMC chromatography, starch gel electrophoresis or isoelectric focusing have shown a hemoglobin band from fetal tissues, and blood was obtained which was different from the adult hemoglobin and designated a "fetal hemoglobin'. In the current study isoelectric focusing was used to study the hemoglobins existing in the tissues and blood during fetal and neonatal development and the results suggest there is no "fetal hemoglobin' present during gestation. It appears that the hemoglobin designated as "fetal' in our laboratory was a methemoglobin formed by an incomplete reaction of KCN with the hemoglobin. The additional hemoglobin bands which were obtained from fetal liver or neonatal spleen tissues appeared to be a modified adult hemoglobin.